		4



Nonverbal Communication and Culture
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Name
Institution
Course 
Instructor
Date 



Nonverbal Communication and Culture
	Communication plays a critical role in individuals' interaction and expression. Therefore, communication is passable in different ways, such as through verbal and nonverbal communication. Nonverbal communication comprises all the physical cues that present emotional situations and accompany verbal messages. This type of communication includes several other parts of the body and can be conscious or subliminal. Nevertheless, culture has a significant influence on how one can understand nonverbal communication. People are raised in different backgrounds and thus learn other nonverbal cues to have different meanings. Considering that signs and signals are known behavior, people will have a varied understanding. This paper will focus on the influence of culture on kinesics and haptics nonverbal communication.
	People communicate using nonverbal means in various ways such as touching, body movement, and gestures. Therefore, kinesics as a body movement is one of the types of nonverbal communication. According to van de Vijver (2017), kinesics comprises hand gestures and head movements such as assenting head shake. Culture has a substantial influence on kinesic communication because people have variances in connotation, causing miscommunication when people from different cultures communicate. For example, the gesture is a body movement such as thumbs up, which can have a different interpretation based on one's culture. Although many cultures take it as a good sign, it is also considered vulgarism in some Latin Americans. Also, in some Japanese cultures, thumbs up is taken as a sign of money. Similarly, snapping fingers is another type of kinesics, and it is influenced by culture substantially. For instance, taken as a sign of requesting a waiter's attention; however, others consider it rude and aggressive.
	Another type of nonverbal communication is haptics based on touch. The majority of interactions start with a conversation of physical contacts, such as a handshake. According to Burgoon et al. (2016), an indication is a form of communication that people need to take care of and learn how to use well because it is associated with violence and sex in many cultures. Nonetheless, touch can be a very comforting form of communication, especially to people raised in cultures that positively influence cultures. Furthermore, the same source stated that insufficient competence utilization could have negative relational costs when using touch. For instance, if individuals fail to follow the guidance given towards the vital aspect of a steady handshake, then they might end up being judged on their sureness and trustworthiness.
	Moreover, touch is essential for social growth, but it can be friendly, convincing, and intimidating. In many cultures, contact is considered a sign of rudeness. Nevertheless, in others, shaking hands is acceptable. A handshake is one of the polite social touchings, but the lengthy hand-holding may be intimate and thus unsuitable in a proficient and societal level.  Correspondingly, the appropriateness of other touches such as hugs and kissing is considered differently in many cultures. For example, individuals in Asia are more conventional concerning contact. Also, hugging may be understood differently; for instance, most southern United States cultures are friendly to hug and perceive it as enjoyable. However, in other cultures, a hug is communicating emotions.
	In summation, nonverbal communication is essential in making people express their feelings when supplemented with verbal communication. The two types of nonverbal communication, kinesics, and haptics are influenced by different cultures, affecting the meaning. Different cultures interpret body movement differently. Touch is essential in social growth but interpreted differently; hence competency is vital.
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